
St Sebastian’s Primary School Knowledge Organiser 

Term: Summer 1    Subject: Science— Living Things and Their Habitats Year: 4 

Vocabulary 

Word Picture Definition  

Bacteria  
A tiny living thing that can only be seen using a microscope. Some  

bacteria are harmful, for example E.coli in food. 

Fungi  Not an animal or plant. Examples: mushroom, mould, yeast. 

Invertebrate  An animal without a backbone E.g. worms, spiders, 

Kingdom  
There are 5 main Kingdoms (groups) of living things:  plants, animals, 

fungi, bacteria and single-celled organisms. 

Species  
A group of living things which may have many similarities and 

reproduce together to produce offspring. 

Vertebrate  
An animal with a backbone (spine) E.g. fish, mammals, birds, 

amphibians, reptiles. 

Classification is where living things are placed into groups according to their characteristics.  

Characteristics are the distinguishing features that are specific to a species. 

Classification keys are used to help group, identify and name a variety of living things. 

Invertebrate classification key Tree leaf classification key 
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