
Phonics at St Sebastian’s 
CoE Primary School



Why is learning 
to read so 
important?

• Enables access to the curriculum

• Improves life chances

Children who read books often at age 10 and more 
than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in 

maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 
than those who read less regularly

Reading for pleasure is more important for 
children's cognitive development than their 

parents' level of education and is a more powerful 
factor in life achievement than socio-economic 

background



Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and 

write. It helps children hear, identify and use different 

sounds that distinguish one word from another in the 

English language. We teach phonics as the only route 

to decoding.

This year, we are using Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds which a government validated systematic 

synthetic phonics scheme. 

All staff have received full training on how to deliver 

phonics sessions to enable all of our children to learn 
to decode and read to fluency. 



Pronunciation
(click image)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shlSQrleibs


Pronunciation
(click image)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKUEQFXXfYY


Pronunciation
(click image)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxRMoHynvy0


• All children receive 30 
minute daily phonics lessons 

• All lessons will be in line 
with the progression 
attached

• Low stakes assessment takes 
place every 6 weeks to 
enable the class teacher to 
monitor progress and 
identify any gaps in learning. 
These assessments are one 
to one with the child’s class 
teacher and are kept relaxed 
and informal.  

• If your child needs extra 
support to keep up, they will 
receive short, targeted 
interventions delivered by 
the class teacher or teaching 
assistant



Click the image to access Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
‘Parents page’.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Please click the image

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Y9KM4Jwer8


What books will your child bring home?



Reading Practice Book
• Matched to your child’s phonics stage and fully 

decodable 

• Already read three times at school

• Your child should be able to read without significant 
help

• Only use phonics to decode unknown words – do not 
use other clues such as pictures

• Keep for one week

• Practise reading and develop fluency

• You should listen with interest and, most importantly, 
encourage and praise, enthusiastically acknowledging 
your child’s achievement

• After the child has read the book, it may be helpful to 
talk about the book, but only so far as the child is 
interested. The parent/carer should keep the 
experience positive and avoid turning it into a test



The Sharing Book
• If children are to become lifelong 

readers, it is essential that they are 
encouraged to read for pleasure

• Your child will be involved in choosing 
the book

• Your child should not be expected to 
read this book independently – it is for 
sharing

• These books offer a wealth of 
opportunities for talking about the 
pictures and enjoying the story

• Range of books (fiction, non-fiction)

• Goal = enjoyment



How can you help?

Read

Read with your 
child every night 
for 5 – 15 
minutes. Little 
and regular is 
best

Enjoy

Enjoy reading 
with your child. 
Talk about the 
story and show 
a real passion 
for reading

Books

Bring books 
back to school 
on time

Diary

Complete the 
home-school 
reading diary 
every time you 
read with your 
child

Ask

Ask us if you’re 
not sure about 
anything – we 
are here to help!


