
St Sebastian’s Primary School -  Art Vocabulary Progression 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Star Words 
Other 

Vocabulary 
Star Words 

Other 
Vocabulary 

Star Words 
Other 

Vocabulary 
Star Words 

Other 
Vocabulary 

Star Words 
Other 

Vocabulary 
Star Words 

Other 
Vocabulary 

Formal Elements of Art Photography 

abstract 
primary 
modern 

abstract art, 
composition,  

wavy, vertical, 
horizontal, 

cross hatch,  
waves, water, 
lines, primary 

colours, 
secondary 

colours, 
impasto, 
modern 

texture 
surreal 

tone 
shade 

rubbing, 
texture, Max 

Ernst, texture, 
collage, 3D, 

tone, shade, Ed 
Rushca, planets, 

Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, 
Mars,  Saturn, 

Uranus, Jupiter, 
Neptune, Pluto, 

tessellation, 
repeating 
pattern,  

overprinting, 
dada, 

surrealism, pop 
art 

technique 
geometric 

feature 
 

colour, line, 
pattern, tone, 
shape, form, 

shading, 
shading grip, 

wire 
techniques, 

bending, 
shaping, 

geometry, 3D, 
sketch, 

sculpture, facial 
features, 

guidelines, 
template, tone 

 

colour, line, 
tone, form, 

shape, pattern, 
texture, 

symmetrical, 
mark making, 

2D shapes, 
abstract, 
charcoal, 

reflection, 

ornate  
cryptic 

architects 
amphitheatre 
composition 

plaque 

colour, line, 
tone, form, 

shape, pattern, 
texture, 

observation, 
monument, 

legacy 
abstract, 

amphitheatre, 
ancient, 

architects, 
composition, 

cryptic, legacy, 
mono-print, 

ornate, pattern, 
plaque, 

representation, 
shading, sketch, 

stadium, 
symbolism, 

temple 

saturate macro 
lens 

composition, 
crop, digital, 
expression, 
lens, macro, 

photography, 
self-portrait, 
technique, 

truism, 
desaturate, 

Art and Design Skills  Still Life 

kaleidoscope 
pattern 

contemporary  

pattern, shape, 
kaleidoscope, 
form, texture, 

space, 2D 
shapes, 3D 

shapes, 
abstract, 

contemporary, 
drawing 

mediums, 
narrative, 

printing, shade 

silhouette 
pattern 
weave 
 tone 

air drying clay, 
ceramics, 
concentric 

circles, 
repeating 

pattern, score, 
sketch, slip,   

observation  
three-

dimensional 
opaque 

character 

puppet, shadow 
puppet, 

decorate, detail, 
tint, shade, 
light, dark, 
cartoonist, 
minimal, 
puppet, 

sketching, 

curator 
montage 

exhibition   

carving, 
modelling, 

casting, 
constructing, 
pierced form, 
upright form, 

chinoiseries, op-
art 

analytical 
observational 

continuous 

analytical 
observational 

drawing, 
annotation, 

collage, CAD, 
continuous line 

drawing, 
diagram, 

exploded-
diagram, 

invention, 
portrait, 

prototype 

representation 
hue 

 

colour, line, 
tone, form, 

shape, pattern, 
texture.  
abstract, 
cartoon, 
charcoal, 

colour wheel, 
composition, 

cuboid, 
greyscale, 
negative 
image, 

sketching, still 
life, 

underpainting, 
visual minutes 

Sculptures and Collage Human Form Prehistoric Art Sculpture – Recycled Materials Design for Purpose Make my Voice Heard 



St Sebastian’s Primary School -  Art Vocabulary Progression 

metallic 
etch 

camouflage 

pattern, etching, 
insect, 

exoskeleton, 
invertebrate, 

omnivore, 
carnivore, 

herbivore, 3D, 
camouflage, 

recycled, 
collage, 

symmetry, 
sculpture, 

bronze, 
contemporary, 

textile  

contour 
proportion 

pose 
collaborate 

contemporary 

detail, 
modelling, facial 

features, 
outline, collage, 

beauty, skull, 
decorate, 

alphabet, letter 
forms, 

dexterous, 
choreograph, 

contemporary, 
mixed media, 
self-portrait, 
symbolism 

scaling 

negative, 
positive, tints, 

shades, natural 
form names, 

charcoal,  
texture, 

fixative, cave 
artists, 

geometric 
shapes, iron 

age, line 
drawing, native, 

prehistoric, 
proportions, 

stone age, tone 

optical 
composition 

contrast 

crotchet, 
geometric 
pattern, 

maraca, optical 
effect, 

percussion 
instruments, 
pitch, quaver, 

recycle, sketch, 
upcycle, wax 
resit, stomp, 
rhombold, 

symmetrical 

heraldry 
criteria 
purpose 
product 
urban 

client, 
collaboration, 
design brief, 

font, heraldry, 
logo, pitch, 

presentation, 
prototype, 

sketch, slogan, 
soundbite, 

template, urban, 
unique-selling-

point (USP), 
visual language, 
communication, 

advertising, 
product, media, 
purpose, criteria 

figurative 

abstract, 
chiaroscuro, 
composition, 

graffiti art, 
parallel lines, 

serif, 
symbolism, tag 

 


