Year 6 Novel Spine

This book spine contains a selection of age appropriate text recommendations.
These texts can either be used a class novel/story at the end of the day or as part
of Whole Class Reading.
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“The most mariag, exciting, thrilling ook . loved It”
MALORIE BLRCKMAN

Holes by Louis Sachar LOUIS SACHAR

High Rise Mystery by Sharna
Jackson

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp

Green Lake Juvenile Detention Cenre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. The detective duo everyone s dying to meet! Summer in Londan is hol, the hottest on record, and

there's been a murder in THE TRI: the high-rise home to resident know-it-alls, Nik and Norva. Who better
anything they find. Why? The evil warden claims that it's character building, but this is a lie. It's up to 1o solve the casa? Armed with curiosity, home-turf knowledge and unlimited time - until the end of the

Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting

Stanley to dig up the truth. summer holidays anyway. The first whodunnit in a new mystery series by Sharna Jackson

holes

SLOOMSRURY

Who Let The Gods Out?
by Maz Evans

Other Words For Home by
Jasmine Warga

Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across the
ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent
to live in Cincinnati with relatives.

Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star crashes to earth and changes his life
farever. The star is Virgo - a young Zodiac goddess on a mission. But the pair accidentally release
Thanatos, a wicked death daemon imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old
Olympian gods for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up to the Alfirst, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always
loved haven't quite prepared her for starting school in the US--and her new label of *Middle Eastemn,” an
identity she's never known befare.

task of saving the world - and solving Elliot's problems too?

But this life also brings unexpected surprises--there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school
musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she
really is.




Year 6

MORRIS GLEITZMAN

Once by Morris Gleitzman | ’k

Published in 2005, Once is a children’s historical fiction novel by Morris | = =i
Gleitzman. Set in Poland during World War I1, the story follows Felix, a 10- ‘ f o
year-old Jewish boy being hidden from the Nazis in a Catholic orphanage, as /" Everybody
he embarks on a quest to find his parents. Gleitzman was inspired by the | / deserves
true experiences of the Polish-Jewish educator and author Janusz Korczak | ¢ v i = ;

i soaseehizg 700 im their bife,

during the Holocaust.
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Once

Jill Paton Walsh
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Fireweed by Jill Paton Walsh

A re-issue of a forgotten favourite, FIREWEED is an evocative and unflinching story of wartime survival
for younger readers Bill is a fifteen-year-old runaway evacuee, and he's finding that surviving on the

streets of London is pretty easy, thank you very much.

FIREWEED

Foreword by Lecy Masgla

Journey to Jo’'burg by
Beverly Naidoo

Journey to Jo'burg by Beverly Naidoo is the story of two South African
children who embark alone on a long journey to find their mother, who works
far from home. The children are black and, at the time the story takes place,
South Africa is governed by a racially unjust system of laws called apartheid.

Tin by Padraig Kenny

Christopher is 'Proper’. a real boy with a real soul, orphaned in a fire. He works for an engineer, a maker
of the eccentric, loyal and totally individual mechanicals who are Christopher's best friends. But after a
devastating accident, a secret is revealed and Christopher's werld is changed for ever. What follows is a
remarkable adventure, as Christopher discovers who he really is, and what it means to be human ...

PADRAIG
KENNY
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Winner of the Newbery Medal 2009

INEIL GAI MAN
The Graveyard Book by The

: : I‘dveyarc]
Neil Gaiman BOOR
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‘When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing the entire family, who would have thought it would find
safety and security in the local graveyard? Brought up by the resident ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod
has an eccentric childhood learning about life from the dead. But for Bod there is also the danger of the
murderer still looking for him - after all, he is the last remaining member of the family. A stunningly
original novel deftly constructed over eight chapters, featuring every second year of Bod's life, from
babyhood to adolescence. Will Bod survive to be a man?

‘A writer with an utterly distinctive voice and

Id imagination.’ Ph

Rooftoppers by Katherine
Rundell

Everyone thinks that Sophie is an orphan. True, there were no other recorded female survivors from the
shipwreck which left baby Sophie floating in the English Channel in a cello case, but Sophie remembers
seeing her mother wave for help. Her guardian tells her it is almost impossible that her mother is still
alive, but that means still possible. You should never ignore a possible.

So when the Welfare Agency writes to her guardian threatening to send Sophie to an orphanage, she
takes matters into her own hands and flees to Paris to look for her mother, starting with the only clue she

has - the address of the cello maker. ATHERINE RUNDELL

‘Extraordinary. G

Can You See Me?¢ by Libby
Scott and Rebecca Westcott

Tally is ten years old and she's just like her friends. Well, sometimes she is. If she tries really hard to
be. Because there's something that makes Tally not the same as her friends. Something she can't cover
up, no matter how hard she tries: Tally is autistic.

Tally's autism means there are things that bother her even though she wishes they didn't. It means that
some people misunderstand, her and feel frustrated by her.

Paople think that because Tally's autistic, she doesn't realise what they're thinking, but Tally sees and
hears - and notices - all of it. And, hanestly? That's not the easiest thing to live with.

The Nowhere Emporium by
Ross Mackenzie

‘Winner of the Blue Peter Best Story Award 2016 and the Scottish Children's Book Award 2016, and the
North East Book Award 2015. When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, orphan
Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' - and its owner,
Mr Silver — draw Daniel into a breathtaking world of magic and enchantment. Recruited as Mr Silver's
apprentice, Daniel leamns the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of passageways and rooms —
rooms that contain wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined. But when Mr Silver disappears,
and a shadow from the past threatens everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to crumble.
Can Daniel save his home, and his new friends, before the Nowhere Emporium is destroyed forever?
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The Infinite by Patience Agbabi

FIGHT CRIME, ACROSS TIME!

Leaplings, children born on the 29th of February, are very rare. Rarer still are Leaplings with The Gift -
the ability to leap through time. Elle Bibi-Imbelé Ifié has The Gift, but she's never used it. Until now.

On her twelith birthday, Elle and her best friend Big Ben travel to the Time Squad Centre in 2048. Elle
has received a mysterious warning from the future. Other Leaplings are disappearing in time - and not
everyone at the centre can be trusted.

Soon Elle's adventure becomes more than a race through time. It's a race against time. She must fight to
save the world as she knows it - before it ceases to exist

The Middler by Kirsty
Applebaum

"l was special. | was a hero. | lost the best friend | ever had.” Eleven-year-old Maggie lives in Fennis
Wick, enclosed and protected from the outside world by a boundary, beyond which the Quiet War rages
and the dirty, dangerous wanderers roam. Her brother Jed is an eldest, revered and special. A hero. Her
younger brother is Trig - everyone loves Trig. But Maggie's just a middler; invisible and left behind. Then,
ane hat September day, she meets Una, a hungry wanderer girl in need of help, and everything Maggie
has ever known gets tumned on its head. Narrated expertly and often hilariously by Maggie, we
experience the trials and frustrations of being the forgotten middle child, the child with no voice, even in
her own family. This gripping story of forbidden friendship, loyalty and betrayal is perfect for fans of
Malorie Blackman, Meg Rosoff and Frances Hardinge.
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PATIENCE AGBABI

Vivid, funny,

PULLMAN
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“Fascinating, original and smart ... It has 8 magic all ofits own'
BERNARDINE EVARISTO
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Letters From The Lighthouse by
Emma Carroll

February, 1941. After menths of bombing raids in London, twelve-year-old Olive Bradshaw and her little
brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon coast. The only person with two spare beds is Mr Ephraim, the
local lighthouse keeper. But he's not used to company and he certainly doesn't want any evacuees.

Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-girl, carrying secret messages (as she likes to think of
the letters) to the villagers. But Olive has a secret of her own. Her older sister Sukie went missing in an
air raid, and she's desperate to discover what happensd to her. And then she finds a strange coded note
which seems ta link Sukie to Devon, and to something dark and impassibly dangerous.

Look Both Ways by Jason
Reynolds

When the bell rings and school is finished for the day, the walkers are finally set free. For ten blocks they
have no-one telling them what to do; they can talk about bogies, skateboard, plan dramatic escapes,
make jokes, face bullies, and hear about the school bus that fell from the sky... In ten stories (one per
block), find out what really happens on the walk home from school, when there are no parents or
teachers to supervise (or stop the fun!). From hilarious escapades to brave challenges, join the walkers

for one journey and many, many detours...
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A boy with the power of 3 star

Phoenix by SF Said Hﬂ[nlx

Lucky thinks he's an ordinary Human boy. But one night, he dreams that the stars are singing to him, and
wakes to find an uncontrollable power rising inside him.

Orphans Of The Tide by Struan
Murray

When a mysterious boy washes in with the tide, the citizens believe he's the Enemy - the god who
drowned the world - come again to cause untold chaos.

Only Ellie, a fearless young inventor living in a workshop crammed with curiosities, believes he's
innocent

Now he's on the run, racing through space, searching for answers. In a galaxy at war, where Humans

and Aliens are deadly enemies, the only people who can help him are an Alien starship crew — and an
Alien warrior girl, with neon needles in her hair

But the Enemy can take possession of any human body and the ruthless Inquisition are determined to
destroy it forever.

To save the boy, Ellie must prove who he really is - even if that means revealing her own dangerous

From fhe author of Yarjak Paw
secret

SFSaid

Illustrated by Dave Hd(za'r_-

The Star-Spun Web by Sinead

Boy In the Tower by Polly Ho-Yen b o
O'Hart

A Bo w
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Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels like he can see the whole world I 0 w E R N4
stretching out beneath him.

) ! ' ) _— POLLY HO-YEN
His mum doesn't really like looking outside — but it's going outside that she hates.

E
She's happier sleeping all day inside their tower, where it's safe. \

With her passion for scientific experimentation and her pet tarantula Violat, Tess de Sousa is no ordinary
orphan. When a stranger shows up at Ackerbee's Home for Lost and Foundlings, claiming to be a distant
relative come to adopt her, Tess hopes to find some answers to her mysterious origins. But as she
adjusts to her new life at Roedeer Lodge, it becomes clear that Norton F. Cleat knows more about Tess
and the strange device left with her when she was abandoned as a baby than he's letting on. And when
Tess discovers that the Starspinner is the gateway between her world and a parallel world in which war
rages, she realizes she may be the key to a terrible plan. A plan she must stop at all costs... Praise for

But one day, other tower blocks on the estate start falling down around them and strange, menacing
plants begin to appear.

Now their tower isn't safe anymore. Ade and his mum are trapped and there’s no way out




“Fantastical storytelling at its best.”
o~ M.G.Leonard

Malamander by Thomas H Taylor ™ : Room 13 by Robert Swindells
AR

Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the Grand Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning lost things to their
rightful owners is not easy - especially when the lost thing is ot a thing at all, but a girl. No one knows There is no room thirteen in the creepy Crow’s Nest Hotel, where Fliss and her friends are staying on a
what happened to Violet Parma's parents twelve years ago, and when she engages Herbie to help her school trip. Or is there? For at the stroke of midnight, something peculiar happens to the door of the linen
find them, the pair discover that their disappearance might have something to do with the legendary sea- cupboard next to room I2. And something is happening to Ellie-May Sunderland, too - something very
monster, the Malamander. Eerie-on-Sea has always been a mysteriously chilling place, where strange sinister . .

stories seem to wash up. And it just got stranger.

THOMAS
TAYLOR

WINNER OF THE CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARD

xciing, yseriont, marvellons and m
ROBIN STEVENS, author of MURDER MOST U\MDYU!F

The Shark Caller by Zillah Bethell Nevermoor by Jessica Townsend

T’:ETRlALSOf

Morrigan Crow is cursed, destined to die on her eleventh birthday. But, as the clock strikes midnight, - . MORRIGAN

Desperate to become a shark caller to avenge the death of her parents, Blue Wing is instead charged she's whisked away by a remarkable man called Jupiter North and taken to the secret city of Nevermoor.

ith befriending infuriating newcomer Maple. At first they are angry and out of sync with the island and
Wi k ing 1ating P! ! Y ary u Y ! ! There she's invited to join the Wundrous Society. Mystery, magic and protection are hers - if only she can
each other. But when the tide breathes the promise of treasure, can they overcome their differences and

pass four impossible trials, using an exceptional talent. Which she doesn't have...
brave the deadliest shark in the ocean?




The Last Wild by Piers Torday

This is a story about a boy named Kester. He is extraordinary, but he doesn't know that yet. All he knows,
at this very moment, is this:

1. There is a flock of excited pigeons in his bedroom.

2. They are talking to him.

3. His life will never be quite the same again

Kester lives in a land in quarantine. A deadly virus has killed all the animals except pests and it's
expected to be equally dangerous to humans. But when Kester realises he can talk to the pests, he finds
they have greal hope invested in him

Inside Out And Back Again by
Thanhha Lai

Ha has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and the warmth of her
friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Ha and her family are forced to flee
as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope--toward America

This moving story of one girl's year of change, dreams, grief, and healing received four starred reviews,
including one from Kirkus which proclaimed it "enlightening, poignant, and unexpectedly funny.”
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“A feast for the imagination”
Abi Elphinstone, author of Sky Song

The Ship Of Shadows by Maria
Kuzniar

Aleja is a dreamer who longs for a life of magic and adventure. So when a mysterious ship arrives in her
Spanish harbour city, crewed by a band of ruthless women, Aleja knows it's sailed right out of a legend.

And it wants her.

But life aboard the Ship of Shadows is more than even she bargained for. It will take all of Aleja's

strength and skill to gain the trust of her fellow pirates - and discover what they are risking everything to
find
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Cogheart by Peter Bunzl

Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-eyed men stalk her through the shadows
What could they want from her?

With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into a e (S
§; .
murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds dear may be the very ones to wl}’:gé:t. mm‘L:‘
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break her heart. ‘\
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Pax by Sara Pennypacker

“Pax” by Sara Pennypacker, tells the story of a boy named Peter and his
best friend, a fox named Pax. When Peter’s father volunteers to go to war,
Peter must give up the fox he has raised since it was a kit . Peter wars with
himself as he feels guilty for abandoning his friend.

The Hobbit by
JRR Tolkein

'With the class create maps and a timeline for the adventure. Can they write messages

in runic code? Invite them to write letters to Bilbo to persuade him to join the journey.
Together create a set of instructions, such as "How to Trap a Troll'. Role play the Troll
scene in lesson. Invite them to write riddles for Bilbo to use against Gollum or the Dragon.
Provide time to write Gollum'’s story, asking: How did he get inside the mountain and how
did he come by the ring? Together write a poem listing what you would do with a magical
ring. After each key part of the story, interview a child in the role of a dwarf and ask them
about what has happened or create and film news bulletins. Challenge children to draw
or describe Smaug, as well as write an 'end of term report’ for Biloo. Ask: How has the
Jjourney changed him? Work out the underlying pattern of the Quest story — and the key
archetypical characters — then create your own quest in chapters.

SARA PENNYPACKER

The Dreamsnatcher by Abi
Elphinstone

Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle of the forest, lured there by a recurring
nightmare - the one with the drums and the rattles and the masks. The Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He
has already taken her dreams and now he wants her life.

Because Moll is more important than she knows... The Oracle Bones foretold that she and Gryff, a
wildcat that has always been by her side, are the only ones who can fight back against the
Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. Suddenly everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn into a warld full of

secrets, magic and adventure.

' TOYI?%EN ?  The Girl Who Stole An Elephant
I'l |

by Nizrana Farook

HOBBI

Chaya, a no-nansense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught,
joyous adventure through the jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing the
queen’s jewels be the beginning or the end of everything for the intrepid gang? With cover illustration by
David Dean.
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Kick by Mitch Johnson

Budi's plan is simple. He's going to be a star. Budi's going to play for the greatest team on earth, instead
of sweating over each stitch he sews, each football boot he makes. But one unlucky kick brings Budi's
world crashing down. Now he owes the Dragon, the most dangerous man in Jakarta. Soon it isn't only

Budi's dreams at stake, but his life. A story about dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and never letting
anything stand in your way.

The Secret Garden by
Frances Hodgson Burneft

Afier the sudden death of her wealthy parents, spoilt Mary Lennox is sent from India to live with her uncle
in the austere Misselthwaite Manor on the Yorkshire Moors. Neglected and uncherished, she is horribly
lonely, until one day she discovers a walled garden in the grounds that has been kept locked for years.
When Mary finds the key to the garden and shares it with two unlikely companions, she opens up a world
of hope, and as the garden blooms, Mary and her friends begin to find a new joy in ife.

FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT

Wild Boy by Rob Lloyd Jones

BEHOLD THE SAVAGE SPECTACLE OF THE WILD BOY! London, 1841. A boy covered in hair, raised
as a monster, condemned to life in a travelling freak show. A boy with an extraordinary pawer of
observation and detection. A boy accused of murder; on the run; hungry for the truth. Behold the savage
spectacle of Wild Boy. Ladies and Gentlemen, take your seats. The show is about to begin!
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