Year 5 Novel Spine

This book spine contains a selection of age appropriate text recommendations.
These texts can either be used a class novel at the end of the day or as part of
Whole Class Reading.
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JESS BUTTERWORTH

Running On The Roof Of The
World by Jess Butterworth

The Miraculous Journey Of
Edward Tulane by Kate
DiCamillo

Once upom & e there

e e Tash has to follow many rules to survive in Tibet, a country occupied by Chiness soldiers. But when a

The magical story of the adventures of a lost toy rabbit from a New York Times bestselling author, twice od by 4 T giel.. ! man sets himself on fire in protest and soldiers seize Tash's parents, she and her best friend Sam must
winner of the Newbery Medal. Abilene loves her blue china rabbit, but Edward Tulane is extremely vain break the rules. They are determined to escape Tibet - and seek the help of the Dalai Lama himself in
and only loves himself. On a voyage from New York to London, Edward falls overboard and from there India

finds himself on an amazing journey. He travels with tramps, works as a scarecrow, comforts a dying

child ... and finally leamns what it is to truly love. And so, with a backpack of Tash's father's mysterious papers and two trusty yaks by their side, their

extraordinary journey across the mountains begins
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You can't blend in
when you were born to stand out.

Litfle Badman And The
Invasion Of The Killer
Aunties By Humza Arshad
& Henry White

I'm Humza Khan, the greatest eleven-year-old rapper Eggington has ever known; soon everyone will
know my name.

Wonder by RJ Palacio

Auggie wants 1o be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on his
Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary kids run away screaming in
playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go.

Bom with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his whole life
Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is to be
accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, undemeath it all?

Only problem is school has got really weird, man. All my teachers are disappearing and our aunties are
taking over.

It wasn't too bad at the start, they keep feeding us delicious snacks. Like, all the time.

But now these aunties are trying to mess with my music, so me and my best friends Umer and
Wendy are going to hunt for the truth. Cos something big and bad is going on and we won't let anything
mess with my music... or you know, the world




Beetle Boy by M.G. Leonard The Wind In The Willows by

Kenneth Grahame

Darkus can't believe his eyes when a huge insect drops out of the trouser leg of his horrible new
neighbour. It's a giant beetle - and it seems to want to communicate. But how can a boy be friends with a
beetie? And what does a beetle have to do with the disappearance of his dad and the arrival of Lucretia
Cutter, with her taste for creepy jewellery?

The Wild Wood seems a terrifying place to Male, until one day he pokes his nose out of his burrow and
finds it's full of friends. He meets brave Ratty, kind old Badger and the rascally Mr Toad, and together
they go adventuring . . . but the Wild Wood doesn't just contain friends, there are also the sinister
weasels and stoats, and they capture Toad Hall when Mr Toad is in jail. How will he escape? And can the
friends fight together to save Toad Hall?
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No Ballet Shoes In Syria by 2 The House With Chicken Legs by
Catherine Bruton Bam Sophie Anderson
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Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived in Britain with her mum and baby brother, seeking asylum b“r 0 | \
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from war in Syria. When Aya stumbles across a local ballet class, the formidable dance teacher spots her
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exceptional talent and believes that Aya has the potential to earn a prestigious ballet scholarship. But at
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the same time, Aya and her family must fight to be allowed to remain in the country, to make a home for

themselves and to find Aya's father - separated from the rest of the family during the journey from Syria ‘/q' " \)
With beautiful, captivating writing, wonderfully authentic ballet detail, and an important message \%

l" } Marinka dreams of a normal life, where her house stays in one place long enough for her to make
\ friends. But her house has chicken legs and moves on without warning

bt

For Marinka's grandmother is Baba Yaga, who guides spirits between this world and the next. Marinka
championing the rights of refugees, this is classic storytelling - filled with warmth, hope and humanity. longs to change her destiny and sets out to break free from her grandmother's footsteps, but her house

has other ideas.




Alice’'s Adventures In
Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

On a drowsy afternoon by a riverbank, a young and distracted Alice follows a rabbit into a fantastical
underground world that grows curiouser and curiouser. Dared, insulted, amused, and threatened by a
succession of anthropomorphic creatures, the indomitable Alice falls deeper into a swirl of the
imagination where logic has no place.

Fizzlebert Stump by A.F.
Harrold

‘There are many boys in the world, all slightly different from one another, and most of them are referred
to by names. These are often John or Jack or Desmond, but sometimes they are James or Philip or
Simon. Once, and once only, there was a boy whose name was Fizzlebert.'

Fizzlebert Stump lives in a travelling circus. But although he gets to hang around with acrobats, play the
fool with clowns, and put his head in a lion's mouth every night, he's the only kid there - and he's bored
Bul then Fizz decides to join a library, and life suddenly gets a lot more exciling, when a simple library
card application leads to him being kidnapped by a pair of crazed pensioners! Will he ever see the circus
again?
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Warrior Boy by Virginia Clay

Ben and his mother, a documentary film-maker, are embarking on a trip to his father's homeland of
Kenya. Ben is terrified he won't be accepted by his estranged Maasai family, particularly as he has a

crippling and shameful fear of blood. But when he arrives, he finds there is a lot more at stake than his

pride ... In a stunning, atmospheric adventure, Ben embarks on a journey of self-discovery as he sets out

to claim his true place in the world

Harry Potter And The
Philosopher’s Stone by J.K.
Rowling

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start dropping on the doormat at
number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are
swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry’s eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed
giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and
he has a place at Hogwarls School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to begin!
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The Boy At The Back Of The Class

By Onjali Rauf

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it.

He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never smiles and doesn't like

sweels - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite!

But then | learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a
War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more | find out about him, the
more | want to help.

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, logether we've come
up with a plan.

Millions by Frank Cottrell-Boyce

Brothers Damian and Anthony didn't mean to get caught up in a botched train robbery. But what would
you do if a massive bag of cash dropped from the sky and you had only a few days fo spend it before it
became worthless? Buy a million pizzas? End world poverty? Not such an easy decision, is it? The boys
soon find out that being rich is a mug's game. Not only is the clock ticking, the bank robbers want their
money back .
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Wildspark by Vashti Hardy

Avyear after the death of her older brother, Prue Haywood's family is still shattered by grief. But
everything changes when a stranger arrives at the farm,

A new, incredible technology has been discovered in the city of Medlock, where a secretive guild of
inventors have developed a way to capture spirits of the dead in animal-like machines, bringing them
back to life

Prue knows that the "Ghost Guild" might hold the key to bringing her brother back, so she seizes the
stranger’s offer to join as an apprentice. But to find her brother, she needs to find a way to get the ghost
machines to remember the people they used to be.

Yet if Prue succeeds, all of society could come apart...

The London Eye Mystery by
Siobhan Dowd

11.32am. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye. The pod rises
from the ground, high above the city.

12.02am. The pod lands and the doors open. Everyone exils - everyone but Salim.

Has he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.)
Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria's theory.)
Is he even still alive? (The family's unspoken fear.)

Even the police are baffled - so it's up to Ted, whose brain runs on its own unigue operating system, to
solve this mystery and find Salim

Teaming up with Kat, Ted follows a trail of clues across London - while time ticks dangerously by..




Five Children and It by
E Nesbit

Emil and the Detectives by
Erich Kastner

Emil and the Detectives (German: Emil und die Detektive) is a 1929 novel for
children set mainly in Berlin, by the German writer Erich Kastner and
illustrated by Walter Trier. It was Kastner's first major success, the only one
of his pre-1945 works to escape Nazi censorship.
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Five Children
and It
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Litfle House on the Prairie
by Laura Ingalls Wilder

A Puffi

Why the Whales Came
by Michael Morpurgo
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Cloud Busting by Malorie
Blackman

Despite his Mum's insistence, Sam doesn't want to be friends with Davey, he thinks Davey's a first class,
grade A, top of the dung heap moron. But one day Davey saves Sam's life and a bond is formed

between them. Sam is still embarrassed to be seen with Davey, but li
it's just the two of them, Davey is a lot of fun, But then something terrible happens to Davey. . . Told in

y little he has to admit, when

verse, in first parson, this is the touching story of an extraordinary friendship, that changes two boys lives
for ever. An uplifting tale that truly sings out

The Legend Of Podkin
One-Ear by Kieran Larwood

Podkin is the son of a warrior chieftain. He knows that one day it will be up to him to lead his warren and
guard it in times of danger. But for now, he's quite happy to laze around annoying his older sister Paz,
and playing with his baby brother Pook. Then Podkin's home is brutally attacked, and the young rabbits
are forced to flee. The terrifying Gorm are on the rampage, and no one and nowhere is safe. With danger
all around them, Podkin must protect his family, uncover his destiny, and attempt to defeat the most
horrifying enemy rabbitkind has ever known
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The moving story of an extraordinary friendship.
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How To Train Your Dragon by
Cressida Cowell

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with a longish name. Hiccup's father is chief
of the Hairy Hooligan tribe which means Hiccup is the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy Hooligan throne -
but most of the time Hiccup feels like a very ordinary bay, finding it hard to be a Hero.

In the first How fo Train Your Dragon book Hiccup must lead ten novices in their initiation into the Hairy
Hooligan Tribe. They have to train their dragons or be BANISHED from the tribe FOR EVER!

But what if Hiccup's dragon resembles an ickle brown bunny with wings? And has NO TEETH? The
Seadragonus Giganticus Maximus is stirring and wants to devour every Viking on the Isle of Berk
Can Hiccup save the tribe - and become a Hero?

The Great Chocoplot by Chris
Callaghan

Jelly and her family live in Chompton-on-de-Lyte, where everyone loves a Chocablocka bar or two. So
when the end of chocolate is announced, she can't believe it. Determined to investigate, Jelly and her
gran follow a trail of clues to a posh chocolate shop and its owner, the pompous Garibaldi Chocolati.
Gari's suspiciously smug, despite his failing business and yucky chocolate. Is it really the
chocopocalypse, or is there a chacoplot afoot?




The Apprentice Witch by James

Agent Asha: Mission Shark Bytes
Nicol

by Sophie Deen

X
Wil Ariantyn EVER becomie a proper witch 2

.

Arianwyn fluffs her witch's assessment. Awarded the dull bronze disc of an apprentice - to the glee of her
arch-rival, Gimma - she's sent to protect the remole, dreary town of Lull. But her new life is far from
boring. Turns out Gimma is the pompous mayor's favourite niece - and worse, she opens a magical rift in

the nearby forest. As Arianwyn struggles with her spells, it's soon clear there's much more than her pride
at stake

Asha Joshi has the perfect excuse not to finish her homework. She's just been recruited to join the top-
secret Children's Spy Agency. Her first mission: SAVE THE WORLD. Can she do it? Asha's a coder so
she should be able to hack into the biggest tech company in the world, fight deadly sharks and figure out
why the Intemet has stopped working. All before bedtime. Easy, right?
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Sweet Pizza by G.R. Gemin The Train To Impossible Places by

P.G. Bell

When Suzy hears a strange noise in the middle of the night, she creeps downstairs to find a train roaring
through her house. But this is no ordinary train. This is the magical delivery express for the Union of
Impossible Places.

Joe loves his Italian heritage: the language, the opera, the lasagne! But it's hard to celebrate his ltalian
roots in Bryn Mawr, South Wales, where his mam is sick of running the family's tatty café. Just like his
great-grandfather, who opened the café in 1929, Joe is an entrepreneur. He vows to save the family
business, and to spice up the tired High Street with a little Italian flavour! Whisked on board by a troll-boy, Suzy's world is turned upside down when she's asked to deliver a
cursed package to a fearsome sorceress. And quite suddenly, Suzy realizes the fate of the Impossible
Places is in her hands...
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Agent Zaiba Investigates by
Annabelle Sami

At her cousin's Mehndi party, Zaiba gets her first challenge: to discover the identity of the VIP staying at
the same hotel. With the help of her best friend Poppy and brother Ali, Zaiba puts her sleuthing skills to

the test. And when the celebrity's precious dog di , along with its pri diamond collar, it's up
to the trio to save the day!

THE MISSING DIAMONDS

OPEN DOORS TO HIDDEN WORLDS...

Skeleton Keys by Guy Bass

Ben can't believe it when his imaginary friend the Gorblimey becomes unimaginary. The Gorblimey is
loyal and kind ... and real! But Skeleton Keys is far from convinced by the Gorblimey's friendly ways.

He's got the twitch, which is (almost) never wrang, and it's telling him the Gorblimey is dangerous and
needs banishing to the endless void of Oblivion.

As Ben battles to save his new friend, the Gorblimey is soon the least of Skeleton Keys' worries. It
seems that there's more than one unimaginary in town. And this one is out for revenge...

Kensuke's Kingdom by Michael
Morpurgo

Gorgeous new colour illustrations for the best-selling Kensuke's Kingdom. Washed up on an island in the
Pacific, Michael struggles to survive on his own. With no food and no water, he curls up to die. When he
wakes, there is a plate beside him of fish, of fruit, and a bowl of fresh water. He is not alone

The One And Only Ivan by
Katherine Applegate

Winner of the Newbery Medal 2013 Inspired by a true story, this is the beautifully written tale of how a
mighty gorilla wins his freedom. A winning blend of humour and poignancy that will appeal to fans of
Michael Morpurgo. Ivan is an easy-going gorilla who has spent his life parforming for the crowds at the
Exit 8 shopping mall. He rarely misses life in the jungle. In fact, he hardly thinks about it at all. But
everything changes when a baby elephant called Ruby arrives and Ivan realises he must find a new life

for them both, Told from Ivan's perspective this is a stand-out novel with a pertinent message for readers
of 9+
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