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Vocabulary 

Word Picture Definition  

motte-and-bailey  

A European  

fortification with a 

wooden or stone 

keep situated on a 

raised area of 

ground called a 

motte  

Gothic romantic   

An architectural 

style including 

complex and 

irregular shapes 

and forms fitting 

well into the 

natural landscape  

Duchess  The wife of a duke. 

Heritage  
Property that will 

be inherited . 

 

Belvoir Castle is a historic castle and stately 
home in Leicestershire, England, situated 6 miles
(10 km) west of the town of Grantham and 
10 miles (16 km) north-east of Melton Mowbray. 
The Castle was first built immediately after 
the Norman Conquest of 1066 and has since been 
rebuilt at least three times, the surviving structure, 
a grade I listed building, dating from the early 19th 
century. It is the seat of David Manners, 11th Duke 
of Rutland (the tiny county of Rutland lies 16 miles
(26 km) south of Belvoir Castle), whose direct 
male ancestor inherited it in 1508.  

In the Domesday Book of 1086, Robert is 
listed as the Lord of Belvoir, Lincolnshire. 
This lordship is considered a feudal 
barony, making Robert the first Baron of 
Belvoir. Besides the lands around Belvoir, 
Robert also received lands in Yorkshire 
and Leicestershire.  

You can see the motte 

and bailey style of the 

castle here! 
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